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Strawberry Sample
Collection Instructions

2025

Sampling for Fungal Soilborne and Foliar Pathogens

Whole Plant Sample Collection: Single-Plant Sampling

Note: Always select live plant material that represents the problem and, whenever possible, submit the
whole plants with leaves and roots. Avoid submitting dead and/or dry plants or plant tissue.

1. Select plant material that represents the problem. Make sure plants are fresh and alive. Dead or dry
plant material is not proper for diagnosis.

2. We recommend sending whole plants (with leaves, intact crown tissue, and roots) even if the
symptoms seem to be foliar.

3. Shake off the soil from the roots as best as possible, trim off excess roots to about 2-3 inches.

4. Label gallon-size Ziploc bag(s) with permanent marker with your sample identifier. For example,
“Variety A - Block 1 #3”

5. Place the whole plant into the labeled Ziploc bag and seal it to retain moisture.

Note: Do not add water or wet paper towels as this causes plant decay during shipping.

6. Place the sample bag(s) inside an insulated foam/Styrofoam container or cardboard box. Include ice
packs in the insulated foam container in the summertime. To prevent direct contact with the ice
pack, insulate the sample bag(s) with bubble wrap or paper towel/newspaper.

7. Download and fill out the submission form from CSP Labs website (https:/csplabs.com/submit-
asample/) and include the completed submission form with the sample.

8. If your samples are coming internationally, please email us at team@csplabs.com to request a Red &
White label, permit, and international shipping instructions.

9. Ship the samples within 1-2 days. Overnight shipping is highly recommended.
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Whole Plant Sample Collection: Composite Sample

For composite samples, collect and pool up to five (5) plants in one [composite] sample. For labeling,
bagging, packaging, and shipping samples follow the same procedure described above (read steps 1-9
of "Whole Plant Sample Collection: Single-Plant Sampling").

Sampling for Virus, Viroid, Phytoplasma, Xanthomonas fragariae

Single-Plant Sampling

Note: Always select live plant material that represents the problem and, whenever possible, submit whole
plants with leaves and roots. Avoid submitting dead and/or dry plants or plant tissue.

1. Select plants or leaves that represent the problem (virus, viroid, or phytoplasma symptoms). Make
sure plants are fresh and alive. Dead or dry plant material is not proper for diagnosis.

2. We recommend sending the whole symptomatic plants (with leaves, intact crown tissue, and
[trimmed] roots); however, single leaves are also proper for virus testing.

3. Collect fresh leaves with attached petioles. Do not separate the petiole from the leaf blade.

4. Aleaf sample from a single plant consists of five (5) detached middle aged leaves with [attached]
petioles. Stack leaves on top of each other and place them inside your labeled plastic bag and seal
the bag.

For labeling, bagging, packaging, and shipping samples follow the same procedure described above
(read steps 4-9 of "Whole Plant Sample Collection: Single-Plant Sampling").

Composite Sampling

For composite samples, collect and pool up to five (5) plants in one [composite] sample. In case of leaf
sampling, collect, pool, and send up to 20 leaves with attached petioles as one composite sample.

For labeling, bagging, packaging, and shipping samples follow the same procedure described above
(read steps 4-9 of "Whole Plant Sample Collection: Single-Plant Sampling").

Contact Number: (916) 655-1581 Email: info@csplabs.com
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